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1. Introduction
This document provides answers to questions related to the rules, guidelines, and the competitive
process for the DARPA Subterranean (SubT) Challenge. Most of the questions have been
collected from posts in the SubT Community Forum (https://community.subtchallenge.com).
Competitors are encouraged to post questions to the SubT Community Forum to encourage
discussion with other competitors and the DARPA Team.
Discussions and answers posted by the DARPA Team on the SubT Community Forum are
considered provisional. DARPA intends to provide timely and accurate information in the forums;
however, all comments, responses, implications, etc. are superseded by officially released SubT
Question and Answer documents found under the “Resources” section of the official SubT
Challenge website (www.subtchallenge.com/resources.html). Questions may be edited for clarity,
punctuation and grammar.
This document is subject to change and may be superseded by later versions. The latest official
versions of all documents will be posted to the SubT Challenge Website and the SubT Community
Forum.

2. Overview
The DARPA Subterranean Challenge is organized into a Systems Competition and a Virtual
Competition. Teams in the Systems Competition are developing physical systems to compete in
live events on physical, representative subterranean courses. Teams in the Virtual competition
are developing software and algorithms using virtual models of systems, environments, and
terrain to compete in simulation-based events. The Systems Competition includes Track A
(DARPA-funded teams) and Track B (Self-funded teams). The Virtual Competition includes
Track C (DARPA-funded teams) and Track D (Self-funded teams). For more information
regarding the tracks in the Systems and Virtual competitions, please see the SubT Challenge
Guidelines.

3. Questions Answered as of October 31, 2018
1. Question: Is the registration for this challenge still open?
Answer: Yes, Team Registration will remain open on a rolling basis but teams are
encouraged to register early to avoid missing important updates and deadlines. Please see
the SubT Challenge Guidelines document for additional information on qualification and event
registration requirements.
2. Question: What are the eligibility requirements for a team?
Answer: Please see the Terms and Conditions on the Team Registration Page which can
be found on the SubT Challenge website. Teams of all kinds are welcome and encouraged to
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participate including but not limited to small/large companies, universities, startups,
individuals, US-based, and international participants.
3. Question: Are interactions between the four different tracks allowed and/or encouraged?
Answer: Yes, interactions between all four competition tracks are allowed and strongly
encouraged with the goals of fostering a vibrant research community, encouraging technical
exchange between competition tracks, and accelerating development of leap-ahead
capabilities.
4. Question: Will Virtual Track teams be able to later transition to Systems Track teams if their
capabilities are promising enough to warrant it?
Answer: Any team is eligible to participate in the Self-funded Systems Track (Track B)
regardless of their participation or performance in the Virtual Competition. DARPA does not
plan to provide or award Government Furnished Equipment (GFE) hardware to any Virtual
Track teams.
5. Question: Will there be down-selection or combination of teams between program
milestones? What metrics or performance criteria will be used to determine which teams move
on to successive phases?
Answer:
 High-performing Track B teams are eligible to become a DARPA-funded Track A team
during the Finals Stage. DARPA intends to fund up to six teams ($1.5M each) in the Finals
Stage out of the teams competing in Track A and Track B. The determination will be based
on participation and performance in the Systems Circuit Events.
 High-performing Track D teams are also eligible to become a DARPA-funded Track C
team during the Finals Stage. DARPA intends to fund up to six teams ($250K each) in the
Finals Stage out of the teams competing in Track C and Track D. The determination will
be based on participation and performance in the Virtual Circuit Events.
6. Question: Has there been thought of providing a partially known environment (for example
the tunnel map before an earthquake) or will it always be completely unknown?
Answer: The spirit and intent of the competition is to develop technologies capable of
exploring and operating in unknown environments. The degree to which the environment is
partially known may depend, in part, on site availability and could vary across events.
7. Question: Is there some progression between the three circuits?
Answer: Each of the three Circuit Events will focus on a specific subdomain in the following
order: Tunnel Circuit, Urban Circuit, and Cave Circuit. The order of Circuit Events is not
intended to imply that any one subdomain is easier or more difficult than any other. Each
subdomain presents its own unique technical challenges, but each Circuit Event is expected
to stress all four technical areas of autonomy, perception, networking, and mobility.
8. Question: Are you allowed to retrieve the robots after the challenge?
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Answer: No manual physical intervention or entry by any (human) team members on the
course will be permitted. Only trained and authorized DARPA personnel will be allowed to
enter the course preceding, during, and following the test run. Any systems that have not
autonomously exited the course at the termination of a run will be retrieved by authorized
DARPA Competition Staff.
9. Question: When will additional details be released about the specific locations of the planned
events?
Answer: Additional details about event locations and logistics details are expected to be
announced no later than 3 months before each event.
10. Question: When will additional details be released about the specific course features, artifacts
(a.k.a., objects of interest), and environmental conditions?
Answer: The SubT Challenge Guidelines document represents the level of detail that is
expected to be released at this time. Additional details will be released to competitors
alongside the draft SubT Challenge Rules document expected to be released no later than 9
months before the Tunnel Circuit. Additional event-specific details will be released alongside
the finalized rules for each event, expected no later than 3 months before each event. DARPA
is interested in versatile and resilient systems. Any course features or environmental
conditions commonly found in representative subterranean environments are fair game unless
specifically determined to be out of scope. Extreme temperatures, fire, and hazardous
materials are not expected to be within scope.
11. Question: How will communication bandwidth between robots be limited, and will we have
the chance to test in this communication environment before fall 2019?
Answer: It is expected that the course environments will impose significant impediments to
reliable networking and communications links. DARPA is not currently planning to artificially
limit communication links. The SubT Integration Exercises will provide teams with an
opportunity to test their systems on representative testing environments. Teams are
encouraged to identify additional testing environments to support their development efforts.
12. Question: What level of source code and/or higher level routines will be provided for the
virtual platform models? For example, will obstacle avoidance be included?
Answer: Source code will be available on the SubT Tech Repo. Individual joint actuation will
not be required - other than in the case of special exceptions, most platforms will be
controllable through velocity-based ROS Twist messages. Subroutines including path
planning and obstacle avoidance will not be explicitly provided, though teams are encouraged
to utilize open-source resources.
13. Question: Will artifact detection source code be available in the repo, or are virtual track
teams expected to develop their own? Are systems track teams providing their algorithms for
virtual track teams?
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Answer: DARPA does not anticipate providing artifact detection source code. DARPA is not
requiring DARPA-funded Systems Track teams to provide their algorithms for Virtual Teams
unless they choose to do so. All teams are encouraged to leverage open-source resources.
See also Question #12.
14. Question: Will DARPA provide a training set of image data for detecting artifacts (a.k.a.
objects of interest)?
Answer: DARPA does not plan to provide a training set of image data. Teams may choose
to use various sensor modalities including but not limited to: visual, LIDAR, thermal, acoustic,
RF, and multi-gas sensors. DARPA plans to announce the artifacts for each circuit as part of
the finalized event rules (no later than 90 days before each event).
15. Question: Will artifacts (a.k.a. objects of interest) be adequately illuminated?
Answer: The courses are expected to include conditions ranging from lighted areas to
complete darkness. It is not guaranteed that the artifacts will be illuminated.
16. Question: Is the capability to open doors a requirement of the challenge?
Answer: Teams are not required to have the capability to open doors.
17. Question: Is there opportunity for sponsorship and would DARPA help with that?
Answer: Sponsorship from either your own organization or outside organizations is allowed.
DARPA does not anticipate directly supporting such efforts.
18. Question: Is any operator interaction expected or will the mission start at the entrance of the
cave?
Answer: DARPA is not explicitly ruling out limited operator input, but it is expected that high
levels of autonomy will be necessary for success in the competition. DARPA is expecting to
only allow one human operator and the environment itself will impose significant challenges
to teleoperated approaches.
19. Question: Is a physical link between robots and the base station permitted?
Answer: DARPA does not anticipate prohibiting physical links. However, teams should
seriously consider the limitations imposed by large-scale, potentially dynamic, complex
environments.
20. Question: Is teleoperation of systems permitted? Are there any constraints on this besides
comms limitations?
Answer: Please see Question #18 and Question #19.
21. Question: How often do you expect to update questions on the forum and provide “official”
answers?
Answer: DARPA is currently working on responding to the many questions that were received
leading up to, during, and after Competitors Day. It is expected that many answers will be
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posted within the next few days. The goal is to respond to questions as quickly as possible,
but the response timeline will depend on the question. Some questions may be referred to a
future information release (e.g., draft SubT Challenge Rules document).
22. Question: Is there a minimum resolution required for the 3D maps sent to the command post?
Answer: DARPA has not specified a minimum resolution for the 3D maps. However,
stakeholders and spectators will likely form opinions about the quality of a team’s solution
based on their map representation.
23. Question: It is asked to provide map updates at 1 second. From an autonomy perspective it
can be that a valid solution sends a subset of the robot team outside of communication range
to other robots and the human commander. Then this would mean that the part of the map
they explored is sent to the DARPA command post all at once. Is this valid and allowed? Of
course scoring of artifacts detected during this part of the map will be based on the time the
report was received. The question is if this is valid with respect to the map update
requirements.
Answer: Teams may determine the best approach for their mapping strategy and updates.
Depending on communication and mapping strategy, it may be valid for a team’s map updates
to not contain significant new information for a period of time.
24. Question: How similar will the SubT Tech Repo environment models be to the Systems
Competition Test Courses? If they are the same or similar, when will they be released?
Answer: DARPA intends to release additional virtual environments on a rolling basis. It is
expected that these releases will eventually include models of the Systems Competition Test
Courses. However, DARPA does not currently plan to release any virtual models of the
Systems Competition Test Courses until after the respective Circuit Event has been
completed.
25. Question: For Track A teams, what level of detail is required for sensing modalities not
present in the current SubT Virtual Testbed? (e.g., thermal, radar)
Answer: DARPA will work with Track A teams on an individual basis to determine a
reasonable level of fidelity for any sensing modalities not currently available.
26. Question: How will the parameters of the systems and virtual track competitions differ? For
example: mission duration, number of agents, artifacts, challenges, etc.
Answer: It is expected that most of the parameters between the Systems and Virtual
Competitions will be very similar. More details will be released in the finalized SubT Challenge
Rules documents expected to be released no later than 3 months before each competition
event.
27. Question: What is defined as manual intervention? Is relaying information to the mapping
robot considered as intervention?
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Answer: A human supervisor is allowed to communicate with the deployed systems. No
manual physical intervention or entry by any (human) team members on the course will be
permitted. See the SubT Challenge Guidelines document (Rev. 1, Section 8.5.2) for more
information on what manual operations are allowed in the Staging Area.
28. Question: Are human operators allowed to help with the identification of artifacts via manual
monitoring of camera or other sensory feeds? Ex. Robot sends back potential artifact location
and human operator verifies accuracy before passing data along to the DARPA command
post.
Answer: Teams are permitted to monitor and manage the communications with their
deployed systems/solutions as they choose. For Systems Teams, this may include inputs from
a human supervisor. The specific interface for providing artifact reports to the DARPA
Command Post will be provided at a later time.
29. Question: Can artifacts be tagged via human identification (e.g., image snapshot inspection)?
Answer: Please see Question #28.
30. Question: Is the operator ultimately responsible for reporting the detections? What will the
interface to report detections be like? Is the operator able to filter detections? Can the operator
choose to drop an incorrect detection? Can the operator “create” a detection based on human
understanding after receiving visual feedback + xyz data from the robots?
Answer: Please see question #28.
31. Question: Could we be provided with a bounding box relative to the starting point that delimits
the range of the course? This could help to inform exploration strategies. Similarly, are we
allowed to put up a QR-like code at the beginning of the course to mark the base?
Answer: DARPA does not intend to provide a bounding box for the course. It is anticipated
that temporary aids are likely to be permitted within the Staging Area.
32. Question: Are there penalties for false-positive detections of artifacts?
Answer: To mitigate the potential of arbitrary guesses and penalize excessive false-positive
detections, DARPA may limit the total number of scored reports (e.g., twice the number of
total artifacts).
33. Question: How do I obtain the SubT Virtual Testbed for local testing? As I understand it the
initial version SubT Virtual Testbed may have been released already. I uploaded a new copy
of ROS the other day, but did not see it among the models present (though perhaps I just
missed it). Is it available to download/Update ROS with?
Answer: The SubT Virtual Testbed is not part of the official ROS release. It is a separate
package that depends on ROS Melodic and Gazebo9. You can find the code at
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt. There are also tutorials, including installation tutorials, at
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/wiki/tutorials.
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34. Question: Exactly how much information is necessary about each artifact? Is only <x,y,z>
and class reported to DARPA command? Or is DARPA also interested in seeing other sensor
readings regarding classifications? What is the end deliverable for artifact classification?
Answer: Each artifact report must include the type of artifact and its georeferenced location.
The location must be reported in the form of Cartesian coordinates (x,y,z) relative to a global
origin (0,0,0) marked by a fiducial in the Staging Area. DARPA does not expect to require
additional information in the artifact reports. Additional details of the interface to the DARPA
Command Post will be provided in the draft SubT Challenge Rules document expected to be
released no later than 9 months before the Tunnel Circuit.
35. Question: Are there power or band restrictions on communications? Specifically, do we need
to stay under a certain power limit for radio communications, and are we restricted to specific
bands? Do all communications need to be FCC-legal?
Answer: DARPA is interested in novel networking solutions and will work with teams to get
their approaches approved if possible. However, each competition event location may have
wireless spectrum limitations including potentially FCC guidelines. Teams are encouraged to
raise any potential concerns about their planned approaches early. Additional site-specific
details will be released in the draft SubT Challenge Rules document and/or the event
Operations Guide documents.
36. Question: Does the artifact location or classification matter more? How will artifact scores be
weighted?
Answer: Please see Section 9 of Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document. Both
the object type and location accuracy must be valid for the artifact report to be scored.
37. Question: Is there a finishing time penalty or reward?
Answer: Please see Section 9.2 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document for a
description of the time-based scoring of artifact reports. There is no additional penalty or
reward for a team completing a run before their time expires.
38. Question: Will DARPA personnel be in the environment while the system is running? Should
we expect all “dynamic objects” to be environmental hazards, rather than people / other robot
teams? Will dynamic obstacles include live human beings?
Answer: It is possible that DARPA personnel will be in the environment during the runs, but
any personnel are not expected to be visible to deployed systems. DARPA does not anticipate
using personnel as dynamic obstacles. Only one team at a time will be operating on the
challenge courses. However, DARPA may choose to utilize automated methods of
implementing dynamic obstacles.
39. Question: Are there any high voltage cables running through the area (e.g., subway), or can
we expect them to be turned off? Will high voltage lines interfering with communications be
something we have to contend with?
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Answer: DARPA does not expect to have exposed high-voltage subway rails in the challenge
courses. It is possible that the environments will include powered electrical wires commonly
found in household or industrial environments.
40. Question: For qualification - what are “baseline safety measures” and “baseline performance
capabilities?” Will these change as we get further into the competition (i.e., a new metric
before each circuit?)
Answer: Please see Section 6 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document for
information regarding qualifications. Additional details will be released in the SubT Challenge
Qualification guide, were released on October 31, 2018. It is possible that the qualification
requirements will be adjusted between events to account for site-specific considerations.
41. Question: Are all artifacts worth the same point value? Or will some high priority artifacts be
awarded more points than others?
Answer: Please see Section 9.2 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document for
information regarding time-based scoring of artifact reports. Other than time-based scoring, it
is expected that all artifacts will have the same value.
42. Question: Are we going to be evaluated by map quality?
Answer: Please see Section 9.3 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document.
43. Question: Do the robots need to report out complete 3D maps to base? Or is accuracy of
artifact location a sufficient proxy for this info?
Answer: Please see Section 9.3 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document.
44. Question: What is the minimum size of opening the vehicle needs to be able to go through?
Answer: Please see Section 8.5.3 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document.
45. Question: In reference to the “need for exclusive handling [of deployed robots] by competition
staff,” under what circumstances will competition staff not bring back deployed robots? Do the
systems have to be carryable by one person, two people, or a team of people? Will DARPA
staff power on the deployed platforms and teleoperate them back to base? Will they
push/roll/move on a cart deployed robots? How long will DARPA staff spend picking
up/looking for deployed platforms?
Answer: The systems are not required to be hand-carried. Safe handling instructions will be
required as part of the team-provided Handling Manual described in Section 8.5.3 in Rev. 1
of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document. For larger systems it is possible that safe
handling may include a powered remote-operated procedure or transportation by cart.
46. Question: How much comm loss time to the team is considered as “reasonable”? When does
DARPA terminate the run due to comm loss? If the team remains operational (e.g., there is
visual feedback from cameras in the circuit showing that it continues executing the mission)
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but communication to the operator has been lost temporarily, what is the window DARPA will
allow until it terminates the run?
Answer: DARPA does not anticipate terminating a run due solely to a loss in communication
with the deployed systems. Please see Section 8.5.1 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge
Guidelines document for additional information for run termination conditions.
47. Question: Are there concepts for how to accurately define the location of the gas related
artifacts? It seems as though we need to accurately delineate the source of gas leaks - will
this location be visually distinctive?
Answer: Additional details on localization of non-discrete artifacts will be provided in the draft
SubT Challenge Rules document expected to be released no later than 9 months before the
Tunnel Circuit.
48. Question: If more information becomes available, can the system provide an update to a
previously reported object, possibly refining its location? How will the update be scored?
Answer: Please see Section 9.2 in Rev. 1 of the SubT Challenge Guidelines document.
49. Question: (Follow up to Question #48) What happens if a team submits a duplicate artifact
report for an already valid and scored report for the same artifact? Which time is used to
evaluate the score? Do updates on known correctly identified artifacts count against the
allowed total number of reports?
Answer: Each artifact report will count against the allowed total number of reports regardless
of validity. Regarding score values, additional details are expected to be released alongside
a more detailed scoring function in the draft SubT Challenge Rules document expected to be
released no later than nine months before the Tunnel Circuit.
50. Question: The draft rules document indicates that the goal will be to localize the artifacts with
respect to a DARPA-defined frame of reference. There is mention made about a fiducial that
defines the origin of the coordinate frame but it seems as though it will also be important to
establish the orientation of the robots with respect to this frame. Small deviations in angle can
easily translate to large errors over the scales of kilometers. Are there any concepts for how
we can accurately establish our robots position and orientation with respect to the DARPA
frame in the staging area?
Answer: Additional details regarding the fiducials will be provided in the draft SubT Challenge
Rules document expected to be released no later than 9 months before the Tunnel Circuit. It
is likely that DARPA will provide sufficient numbers of fiducials to define, e.g., an origin and
orientation.
51. Question: What are the specifics of the fiducial setup? How far out/in the ingress point to the
environment? How many and how big? When is the earliest we can expect a sample setup?
Answer: Please see Question #50.
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52. Question: Will Virtual Teams be allowed to reconfigure platform and sensor models to
compose custom configurations?
Answer: It is expected that each platform model type will have a defined set of allowable
sensor configurations. The number of platforms and configurations available in the SubT
Virtual Testbed is expected to grow significantly on a rolling basis over the duration of the
competition. Teams may request or contribute models or configurations for inclusion in the
SubT Tech Repo, but no guarantee is provided that such requests will be approved. Any new
models will need to undergo review and validation before being included in the repository.
Note that a model contributed by a team, if found viable and deemed appropriate for the spirit
of the competition, will be made available to all teams through the SubT Tech Repo.
53. Question: Is it possible for artifacts to move during a single run? If artifacts move (we knock
them over, they fall down, etc.), do the global reference locations get updated? Can we expect
artifacts to change location/be dynamic?
Answer: DARPA does not anticipate moving artifacts within a single run. It is expected that
the artifacts will be reasonably secured as to not fall or move within a single run.
54. Question: In the DARPA LAGR challenge one team’s strategy for navigating was to use their
first run in the environment to map it, and get points in subsequent runs leveraging the map
from the first run. This challenge would seem to have us also doing multiple runs in the same
tunnel system. If this is the case, it seems like leveraging knowledge from previous runs would
be advantageous to the team. Even without ‘hacking’ and using the previous runs map, the
‘operator’ in the staging area will also likely gain knowledge of the course in subsequent runs.
The spirit of the program seems to be going into novel/unknown environments with little prior
knowledge, which is contrary to doing this. Is there a mechanism or ‘hacking’. Is there a rule
in place like “you will not use prior maps” or sufficient diversity in runs to prevent teams doing
this?
Answer: The spirit and intent of the SubT Challenge is to develop technologies to rapidly and
remotely explore complex and unknown environments. Teams that align their solutions to
these goals will be significantly more likely to succeed in the competition. DARPA intends to
take multiple approaches to limiting the viability of approaches that leverage prior knowledge
from earlier runs (e.g., competition rules, schedule, course layout). See also Question #6.
55. Question: The System Track score will be the best of multiple runs. While you might change
the course and locations of artifacts and barriers, there is probably a limit to how much the
course might change. Knowledge gained on previous runs might prove useful (at least
statistically) on future runs. Are we allowed to use that knowledge or do we need to purge that
information from the bots minds before each run?
Answer: Please see Question #54.
56. Question: Is there a limit on number of robots to be used in the competition? Is it OK if a
competitor uses only one robot (e.g., UAV) to complete the task?
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Answer: DARPA is not requiring a minimum number of deployed systems; however, teams
are encouraged to consider the large-scale environments of interest, complexity of the
expected mobility challenges, and likelihood of attrition in unknown and possibly dynamic
environments. See also Question #57.
57. Question: Is there any rule on number and type of robots which can be used in the
competition?
Answer: DARPA is interested in solutions that are cost-effective and attrition-tolerant. While
there are currently no limits on the total quantity or aggregate cost of deployed systems,
DARPA may introduce additional constraints as the competition progresses to appropriately
incentivize such solutions. See also Question #56.
58. Question: Will the Virtual Track include AWS GPU resources free of cost? How do we access
those resources for the virtual testbed?
Answer: Cloud simulation will be released as part of the Version 3.0 Virtual Testbed Release
(May 2019). DARPA expects to provide a set amount of AWS simulation time free of cost to
teams that have completed qualification. These hours are intended to provide teams ample
access to cloud resources to familiarize themselves with submitting their solutions to the SubT
Virtual Portal. Though the SubT Virtual Testbed 3.0 will still be fully functional as a local
instance, additional cloud resource time will also be available for purchase from AWS from
that point onward. Unregistered or unqualified teams will not be allotted free cloud resource
hours but will still have the option of purchasing cloud simulation time.
59. Question: How exactly does the comms broker plugin function? Does it drop packets in the
roscore, and does it report out a packet is dropped? Is it based on line-of-sight of robots, a
throughput limitation? Do we need to feed it pose or transform data?
Answer: The communications feature of the SubT Virtual Testbed does not utilize a ROS
interface. Its initial C++ implementation is reliant on distance-based interpretation of neighbors
with limitations on both data size and rate – further details regarding specific operation are
available at https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/wiki/api. DARPA expects to continuously improve
the fidelity of the communications model throughout the competition to more closely align with
real-world wireless communications, including line-of-sight behaviors. There are no plans to
require pose or transform data to enable communications in the SubT Virtual Testbed. For
specific
reference
to
the
C++
libCommsClient
library,
see
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/src/40ad8d39b7a2f1fd5e2a7b7eeff299ecd5188032/subt_gaze
bo/src/.
60. Question: Have you considered holding multiple (at least two) STIX events at different
locations to make it more convenient for teams to attend (and therefore make it more likely
they will attend)?
Answer: Thank you for the feedback. We’ll take another look into it pending additional and/or
renewed interest (also noting that Competition Guidelines, Section 7 already offers “at least
one STIX event”).
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61. Question: Where can we find a link to download the presentations that were made in the
Mega Cavern on the 27th? Also, is there a list of the attendees and funded teams?
Answer: Materials from Competitors Day can be found on the SubT Challenge Website on
the Resources Page (https://www.subtchallenge.com/resources.html), which includes the
Competitors Day Contact List. A list of the funded teams can be found in the announcement
on the DARPA website (http://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2018-09-26).
62. Question: I was trying to visualize the image topics in Rviz as described in OSRF SubT Rviz
Wiki. When I list the ROS topic list, there is no image topic/rgbd published by x2 nor any other
robots to visualize in Rviz. Is the OSRF SubT package still being improved?
Answer: For consistency and ease of use, The SubT Community Forum is a forum for rules,
guidelines, or the competition process. Please ask questions pertaining to software, bugs,
fixes, or enhancements to the SubT Virtual Testbed on the issue tracker
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/issues.
63. Question: Is the robot allowed to use internet or cloud connectivity?
Answer: DARPA does not plan to provide or allow the use of internet or cloud connectivity
during the runs in the Systems Competition. Access to such resources are often limited in the
field and in real-world scenarios following natural disasters. Teams with a compelling case for
internet or cloud connectivity may propose such uses to DARPA for consideration.
64. Question: What information about a failed detection do we get back? If we find the right item,
do we get to know that it is only the x-y-z location that is erroneous and that the detection is
otherwise correct?
Answer: Additional details are expected to be released alongside a more detailed scoring
function in the draft SubT Challenge Rules document expected to be released no later than
nine months before the Tunnel Circuit.

4. Questions Answered as of November 26, 2018
65. Question: How many teams will be chosen from the qualification round? If one team qualifies
for the Virtual Competition, can that team also qualify and compete in the Systems
Competition?
Answer:
 Virtual Competition: DARPA does not currently intend to limit the number of teams that
may qualify for the Virtual Competition. However, qualification requirements may be
adjusted between events.
 Systems Competition: The number of teams that qualify for each Systems Competition
event may depend, in part, on site availability and could vary across events. DARPA
will make every effort to accommodate all teams that successfully qualify.
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Teams may qualify and compete in both the Systems Competition and the Virtual
Competition. Participation in one of the competitions does not limit or guarantee
participation in the other.

66. Question: What is the last date to qualify for the STIX event to be held in April 2019?
According to the SubT Challenge Qualification Guide document, the last date to qualify for
SubT integration Exercise #1 is December 21, 2018. Is that the last date to submit a
submission, or is it the last date to hear back from the judges and already be qualified?
Answer: The qualification deadlines listed in the SubT Challenge Qualification Guide
document are the last date to submit a qualification submission for each event. DARPA
intends to review and respond to teams as soon as possible. DARPA may elect to request
additional information, discuss a team’s submitted materials via teleconference, or arrange a
site visit within the review period. Teams are encouraged to submit their qualification materials
as early as possible.
67. Question: Regarding Qualification, should the mobile platforms be able to turn 90 degrees
inside the 1.2m wide x 3m long passageways or is the 90 degree turn separate from the
constraint passage?
Answer: The ninety-degree turns do not need to be within the constrained passage portion
of the qualification course.
68. Question: Can you please clarify the wording for UAV qualification “The constrained passage
should be no more than 1.5 m wide, no more than 1.5 m high, and at least 3 m long.
Alternatively, teams with larger systems may demonstrate a constrained passage that is no
more than twice as wide and twice as high as the maximum platform width.” We want to qualify
a DJI M210 (diameter: 1100 mm, height: 378 mm). Can you confirm a tunnel cross section for
qualification is (2200 mm x 2200 mm)? We have had two other interpretations of 2x width and
2x height (i.e., 2200 mm x 756 mm), and one that took the max of the original and 2x (2200
mm x 1500mm).
Answer: The constrained passage for qualification of a platform that is 1.1 m in diameter
would be no more than 2.2 m wide, no more than 2.2 m high, and at least 3 m long.
69. Question: Regarding ground systems qualification, it says the platform should navigate to
include dirt, gravel, and grass. Is one type of material sufficient or must it be all of the
materials? Can the material part be separate from the autonomous navigation or must it be
all in one autonomous run? Must the artifact detection be in the same run as the mobility or
can it be separate?
Answer: All three material types should be included in the mobility course and the course
must be completed autonomously. The artifact identification task may be completed separate
from the mobility task.
70. Question: Is it possible to provide a smaller prototype for the qualification round? According
to the SubT Challenge Qualification Guide document, every team must submit a “narrative
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description,” and videos of the robot that performs the qualification tasks. Is it possible to
submit videos of a small scale, prototype robot (0.5 ft x 0.5 ft) that can accurately perform all
the qualification tasks in the 25 meter range (as required according to the qualification guide),
or does the team have to submit a full-scale robot that would be able to function in the actual
environment as well? In other words, are teams required to submit prototypes of robots to
illustrate a part of the approach, or are they required to submit full-scale systems that they
intend to develop further and use in the STIX event as well?
Answer: The mobile platforms used in the qualification submissions must be the same
systems and overall technical approach that the team intends to use in each respective event.
The “narrative description” may include the team’s overall approach and development plan;
however, the baseline performance of a submission will be based on the submitted videos.
While teams may continue development after qualification, any significant changes in
technical approach after initial qualification must be disclosed to DARPA and approved in
advance of each event. Examples of significant changes could include different
communications hardware, frequency bands, and/or platform type. DARPA may require
additional demonstrations and/or safety inspections before a new platform type may be used
in a STIX or Circuit Event.
71. Question: In the Virtual Competition is there any advantage to submitting the solution files
early?
Answer: For the scored events, qualified teams will be provided a submission window (e.g.,
1 week) in which their solution may be submitted for each event. It is not expected that there
will be a significant advantage to submitting early within that window. DARPA is considering
additional methods to incentivize earlier submissions to be run against practice scenarios in
the months leading up to an event, possibly utilizing the leaderboard functionality within the
SubT Virtual Testbed.
72. Question: Will DARPA use military VHF/UHF bands during the competition for logistics? Or
will DARPA use commercial ISM bands?
Answer: DARPA is evaluating site-specific options for competition infrastructure with the goal
of minimizing potential impact on teams, ideally with minimal/zero wireless footprint during
scored runs. Additional site-specific details are expected no later than 3 months before each
event.
73. Question: (Follow up to Question #14) How much will we know about what the artifacts look
like in advance of the events?
Answer:
 DARPA intends to announce the expected artifacts in advance of each event as part
of the finalized event rules (no later than three months before each event) so that
teams know what they will be searching for. Where possible, DARPA intends to
provide specific model numbers for teams to procure the same or similar items.
 For the Tunnel Circuit, an initial set of artifacts is expected to be announced no later
than three months before the first STIX Event. DARPA may choose to adjust the final
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set of artifacts for the Tunnel Circuit, in which case, the revised set of artifacts will be
announced no later than three months before the Tunnel Circuit.
74. Question: Gas leaks and low oxygen levels will be an artifact that is spread over a large area.
Are we expected to locate the source of the gas leak or will we instead report locations if we
sense a particular concentration of gas/oxygen? When will the candidate gas
types/concentrations be released?
Answer: DARPA is evaluating options for emulating gas/oxygen artifacts. In the event that
the effect is spread over a large area, DARPA may 1) increase the accepted error bounds for
detection of those artifacts, or 2) include an additional indicator (e.g., hazard sign) to serve as
a reference point for localization. Additional details related to artifacts are expected to be
released no later than 3 months before each event.
75. Question: Will the radio and cellphone artifacts in the qualification round be expected to be
turned off or on? If a competitor wants to use the detection of cellphones and radios to qualify
for the STIX or Tunnel Circuit, does the competitor’s system have to detect the cellphone and
radio when they are turned off, or on, or is it the team’s choice?
Answer: For qualification purposes, teams may choose whether the artifacts are on or off.
Whether the radio and cellphone artifacts are on, off, or dynamic may vary between each
official event. Event-specific details will be released alongside the finalized rules for each
event, expected no later than 3 months before each event. See also Question #73.
76. Question: Is there a list of candidate gases that may be released during a gas leak?
Answer: Please see Question #73 and Question #74.
77. Question: Will survivors be an accurate simulacrum, with features such as far infra-red
emission, C02 emission, pulse, and movement; or will only a subset of features be modelled?
Answer: DARPA intends to emulate survivors as realistically as possible with the goal of
supporting multiple sensing modalities. It is likely that thermal detection signatures will be
supported. Additional detection signatures including auditory cues and movement are being
considered. CO2 emission and pulse are not currently under consideration, but teams are
encouraged to request additional viable detection signatures for consideration.
78. Question: Will artifacts be in a continuous state, or will they change state during the challenge
run? For example will a radio, gas leak, or pump turn on and off?
Answer: Depending on the event, the artifacts may be either in a continuous state or may
change state within the run (dynamic artifact). Additional event-specific details will be released
alongside the finalized rules for each event, expected no later than 3 months before each
event. See also Question #73.
79. Question: According to the STIX qualification guide, competing systems need to be able to
detect at least 3 artifacts as mentioned in the challenge guidelines. The challenge guideline
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mentions “Tools and fire extinguishers”, as well as “Power Sources”, and “Backpacks”, as 3
out of 10 possible DARPA SubT artifacts.
 In “Tools and Fire Extinguishers”, do the fire extinguishers refer to the standard carbon
dioxide fire extinguishers that are found in households and offices, or something else?
 Do the tools refer to hammers, screwdrivers, etc., or to something else?
 Will a submission be considered valid if the system in question can detect one kind of
tool effectively in the demonstration video, but does not explicitly demonstrate its ability
to detect another kind of tool?
 What do power sources refer to? Will we be required to detect wires with a current
running in them, or a generator, or a charger of some sort, or something else?
 Are the backpacks required to be of a particular size or material, or are any arbitrary,
valid backpacks acceptable?
In case DARPA is not able to clarify the above artifact details in question, would a submission
be considered valid if a system is built on a team’s interpretation of the artifact, since there
are no strict guidelines or requirements stated in any DARPA SubT document?
Answer:
 For the purposes of STIX qualification, teams may select suitable artifacts based on
their best reasonable interpretation. DARPA reserves the right to update the SubT
Challenge Qualification Guide document to include more specific guidance regarding
artifacts for future events.
 Standard household fire extinguishers are valid.
 Any common tools including but not limited to hammers, screwdrivers, toolboxes, and
drills are valid. Teams are not required to demonstrate the ability to identify multiple
types of tools.
 Power sources including but not limited to power outlets, electrical panels, generators,
and chargers are valid. Teams may choose among any valid sensing modalities
including but not limited to current sensing, visual, and thermal.
 Any standard backpacks are valid.
80. Question: Are we allowed to modify the robot models in SubT repository? If yes, what should
we keep in mind while doing so?
Answer: For official qualification or event submissions, Virtual Teams must use existing
model configurations from the SubT Tech Repo. The use of custom mobility or sensor
hardware models by Virtual Teams is not permitted, including but not limited to additional
configurations of or modifications to the Universal Robotic Description Format (URDF) files
supplied by the SubT Tech Repo.
81. Question: Regarding the Virtual Competition, what will be the size of each Tunnel Circuit
course? For example, their overall length, width, height, etc.? Will the courses in the Virtual
Competition be the same as the courses in the Systems Competition?
Answer: DARPA intends to run Virtual Competition submissions against multiple unreleased
Circuit Event Test Scenarios. The Virtual Competition test courses are expected to be similar
in scale to the Systems Competition test courses but may not necessarily be identical. DARPA
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intends to continue releasing practice scenarios within the SubT Tech Repo on an ongoing
basis. These practice scenarios will be the best indication of what to expect in the scored
Circuit Event Test Scenarios. Note that the Circuit Event Test Scenarios will not be released
until after the respective Circuit Event has been completed.
82. Question: (Follow up to Question #8) Does the prohibition of physical intervention apply
during the April STIX event? Would a team be able, or would DARPA personnel be able to
intervene so that a partial failure does not terminate a test? Would we be able to substitute a
human capability for a robot capability that is still under development? Specifically in our case
we may not have our complete team of robots prototyped by April. An example of requested
human intervention by DARPA personnel may be to substitute for a radio laying robot, with
DARPA personnel manual dropping some witches hats (traffic cones) containing radio
networking devices into the environment prior to the entry of the robots.
Answer: Teams will be encouraged to operate within the SubT Challenge Rules as the intent
of the STIX Events is to provide teams with opportunities to test under competition-like
conditions. However, some reasonable accommodations may be considered, provided safety
and logistics concerns are addressed and approved in advance of the event. Specifically, for
the example mentioned, DARPA would not support radio deployment over the entire course,
but would likely support deployment over a reasonable section of the course for testing
purposes.
83. Question: Regarding Emergency Stops,
 What distance of operation, and time latency is required for the emergency stop
capability?
 Our current operating plan has robots continuing autonomous exploration should there
be a failure on the communications link to the operators station. Must the emergency
stop capability operate from the operator’s console, precluding autonomous
exploration by robots? If a robot is known to be exploring out-of-communications would
it be satisfactory to provide an emergency stop hand-held unit that may be carried by
DARPA personnel and provides tens of metres stand-off to activate emergency stops?
 Should the emergency stop de-activate all robots or only a targeted robot?
 If a hand-held emergency stop is acceptable, how many DARPA teams will be in the
environment and how many emergency stop units should be provided?
Answer:
 The emergency stop capability must operate within the effective communication range
of the system’s communication architecture whether that is line-of-sight or beyondline-of-sight. The platforms should be rendered completely motionless within 30
seconds.
 Similar to your description, the “remote functionality” as described in the SubT
Challenge Guidelines document is a portable system to aid in the recovery of systems
outside of communications range of the base station.
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The emergency stop capability may be targeted to a specific platform, but should also
provide the functionality to rapidly render all platforms safe. A team must be able to
render all platforms completely motionless within 60 seconds.
At least one portable emergency stop device will be required, but DARPA may request
additional units for teams with numerous platforms.

84. Question: Can we guide the robot to enter inside the tunnel or cave so that it navigates inside
the tunnel itself? Or should it be able to find the tunnel opening itself and navigate inside it
after that?
Answer: Please see Question #18, and Question #19.

5. Questions Answered as of March 25, 2019
85. Question: (Follow up to Question 71) What if two teams have same score? On what basis
will the winner be selected?
Answer: Please see Section 9.4 in the SubT Challenge Guidelines document (Revision 2)
and the forthcoming draft SubT Challenge Rules document for information on tie breakers.
86. Question: What does it mean that the “course must be completed autonomously”? Can we
provide way-points along the course, in advance of completing the course? Or is some kind
of autonomous exploration strategy expected for the STIX qualification video?
Answer: The qualification videos are expected to demonstrate systems that can complete
basic autonomous navigation (e.g., path planning, obstacle avoidance). Note that only
sensors that are operational in subterranean environments may be used (i.e., no GPS-based
waypoints). The course does not need to be so complex as to require an exploration strategy
(e.g., minimal turns, no intersections).
87. Question: Regarding the qualification course and videos: Stops,
 Is artificial grass OK?
 For artifact detection, is a bounding box in a video feed sufficient?
 Are there any lighting requirements for the mobility video?
 By uneven terrain, are you looking for any slopes, or just traversal over dirt, gravel,
and grass?
 Can uneven terrain be over a course segment vs. the complete course? Any
requirements on size of segment?
Answer:
 Yes, artificial grass is permitted.
 Yes, a labeled bounding box is sufficient for demonstrating artifact detection.
 No, there are no lighting requirements for the mobility task. However, the artifact
detection task does have lighting requirements.
 Slopes and more challenging uneven terrain are encouraged. However, teams are
permitted to use reasonable discretion in building their qualification course based on
the capabilities of their systems.
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The uneven terrain segments do not need to cover the entire course but should be
long enough to demonstrate reliable movement over the terrain (e.g., several
body-lengths).

88. Question: Is it possible to extend the existing configurations to include a configuration with
two 2D LIDARs; one that is mounted horizontally (as it is now) and a second LIDRAR that is
pointing down at an angle somewhere between 30 and 45 degrees? Several teams in
Robotour (http://robotour.cz/) are now using this combination where the first LIDAR is used
for obstacle avoidance and the second is used for road surface traverseability (to detect
stones and holes). I am aware of SubT Challenge Guidance “Virtual competitors must use
existing models from the SubT Tech Repo”, but there is also a note about potential extensions.
This question was originally posted at:
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/issues/29/can-we-have-two-2d-lidars-configuration
Answer: Thanks for the question and suggestion. We would be happy to consider such a
configuration. The best way to submit a configuration for consideration is by building the
proposed configuration and submitting it as a pull request to the SubT Tech Repo at
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/pull-requests/. Please note that no guarantee is provided that
such requests will be approved. Any new models will need to undergo review and validation
before being included in the repository. Note that a model contributed by a team, if found
viable and deemed appropriate for the spirit of the competition, will be made available to all
teams through the SubT Tech Repo.
89. Question: Is there an official list of ROS sensor and control topics that solutions will be
restricted to using for the competition? For example, there is a small list on the API page here:
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/wiki/api
Which is noticeably missing things like the raw_image from the RGBD cameras. There are
also a number of other topics available in the actual simulation, (notably odometry/pose
information, trajectory commands, etc…) for example:
/X4/air_pressure
/X4/cmd_vel
…
/X4/select
/X4/wind_speed
Knowing which of these will and will not be available for use for each platform in the virtual
track competition will have a large impact on potential solutions.
Answer: All published topics corresponding to vehicle control and sensors are accessible by
the vehicle to which they correspond. For example, the X4 can access any topic published
with the /X4/ prefix. Robots will not be able to subscribe to topics published by other vehicles.
Gazebo world topics such as /tf/ will not be useable by teams in the competition.
Communication between robots will be isolated to the SubT communications plugin.
90. Question: Is there a plan to have a STIX-like event for the Virtual Competition in April 2019?
For example, we could exercise deployment of Docker images, test the scoreboard, etc. I
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probably misunderstood that 21st Dec 2018 was the deadline the Systems Competition and
the Virtual Competition, but it now seems that the deadline was only for the Systems
Competition, correct?
Answer: Your description is correct, the December 21, 2018 deadline was for submitting
qualification materials for the April 2019 STIX Event which is intended only for Systems
Competition participants. However, virtual qualification materials are also being accepted on
a rolling basis and will be valid for participation in the Virtual Tunnel Circuit Event in August
2019. Thank you for the suggestion, we are considering options for a similar STIX-like event
for the Virtual Competition and will be releasing more information in the coming weeks.
91. Question: Virtual Track Controller Isolation: Will the SubT Virtual Testbed enforce isolation
between controllers? Currently, any one of the robot controllers can view sensor data and/or
command any other robot - which seems counter to the spirit of the challenge. Will isolation
be enforced for the competition?
Answer: All published topics corresponding to vehicle control and sensors are accessible
only by the vehicle to which they correspond. Isolation will be enforced in submitted
competition solutions, so competitors should not attempt to bypass the communications
plugin.
92. Question: For the official competition events, are we required to use the networking model
provided through the Virtual Tech Repo or should we implement our own separate networking
code for multiple robots to communicate with each other?
Answer: Virtual Competition teams will be required to utilize the SubT communications plugin
for all inter-robot communication for competition purposes. The communications plugin will
continue to be updated and improved throughout the competition.
93. Question: Is there a way to edit questions that have already been posted to the SubT
Community Forum?
Answer: Thanks for the suggestion! We have updated the permissions so that you should
now be able to edit your previous posts. You are also welcome to follow up on any post by
replying within the same thread. We are currently reviewing all new posts, so there might be
a slight delay before it appears.
94. According to the Challenge Guidelines (as well as a few posts on this forum), further details
about the interface for reporting artifacts at the STIX event were to be released no later than
3 months before the event. That deadline has since passed - would we be able to get an
updated release date?
- “The ICD is expected to be released no later than three months before the first STIX
Event.”
- “Artifact reports are expected to be transmitted to the DARPA Command Post over an
Ethernet link from the team operator station. The detailed format, protocol, and example
implementation will be released in an upcoming Interface Control Document (ICD).”
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Answer: Thanks for closely tracking the schedule and for the interest in the Interface Control
Document (ICD). We are actively working to get the ICD released as soon as possible.
Notifications of the release will be posted to the SubT Community Forum in the
Announcements category.
95. Question: One of the lines in the STIX event documentation states the following (from Section
2):
“For the three-hour and two-hour time slots, the mine will be split into two sides. Teams
will have the opportunity to test on each side during one of these two practice sessions.”
However, the schedule splits Day 2 into multiple 2.5 hour practice sessions. Should we expect
to have a 3 hour session available and plan accordingly (namely for battery budgets /
maximum operating durations)?
Answer: Thanks for catching that. The correct duration is reflected in the schedule. Each of
the two practice sessions will be 2.5 hours in duration. As it relates to battery budgets, note
that we will allow teams to change batteries as needed within the practice session. We will
work with teams to make the practice sessions as beneficial for testing as possible.
96. Question: According to the Challenge Guidelines (as well as a few posts on this forum),
further details about the artifacts present at the STIX event were to be released no later than
3 months before the event. That deadline has since passed - would we be able to get an
updated release date?
“For the Tunnel Circuit, an initial set of artifacts is expected to be announced no later than
three months before the first STIX Event. DARPA may choose to adjust the final set of
artifacts for the Tunnel Circuit, in which case, the revised set of artifacts will be announced
no later than three months before the Tunnel Circuit.”
There are a number of things we are hoping to learn from the document including, but not
limited to, in no particular order:
a) Which orientations are possible for artifacts? Specifically, should we largely be
considering “reasonable / natural” placements (e.g. on the ground, on ledges, leaning
against something)?
b) Where possible, which model (or model number) of artifacts should we be identifying?
This is especially important for artifacts which span multiple distinct items, such as
tools, gas leaks (what type of gasses), ingress / egress points, etc.
c) Will artifacts that can be turned “on”, e.g. electric pumps, radio / cellphone, be on?
d) How realistically will survivors be emulated? An earlier answer stated that thermal
detection is likely to be supported, but was not specific about auditory signals and
movement.
e) How dynamic will artifacts be? Should we expect to have to return to objects at a later
time (e.g. a gas leak starting half way through our run, in a section that has already
been explored by a robot)?
f) What criteria have been finalized for gas / oxygen artifacts? Has DARPA decided to
increase error bounds, add an additional indicator, or something else? What range of
concentrations should we expect? Which types of gas will be present in gas leaks?
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g) An earlier forum post stated that “DARPA may choose to utilize automated methods
of implementing dynamic obstacles”, with another saying that “it is expected that
artifacts will be reasonably secured as to not fall or move within a single run.” With
(significant) movement of artifacts not being expected, which other types of dynamic
behaviors of artifacts can we expect?
h) How many total artifacts will we need to detect?
i) Detections will be reported as an (x, y, z) location, as well as a category. Which point
on the artifact is the reported location expected to correspond to (e.g. center, arbitrary
point on object, arbitrary point within bounding box, location where object touches
ground, etc.)?
Answer: Thanks for closely tracking the schedule and for the excellent questions. We are
actively working to get the Artifact Specifications document released as soon as possible.
Notifications of the release will be posted to the SubT Community Forum in the
Announcements category. Please see answers to each of your questions below:
a) Yes, you can expect the orientations of artifacts to be “reasonable / natural”
placements.
b) Specific model numbers of each artifact (to the extent possible) will be provided in the
specifications document.
c) The operational state of each artifact will be provided in the specifications document.
d) Additional details will be provided in the specifications document, but we expect the
survivor artifacts to have thermal signatures. We do not currently plan on survivors
with auditory signals or movement, but may adjust based on testing at STIX and
feedback from the teams.
e) The current plan for the artifacts is for their state to be consistent throughout the scored
runs (e.g., gas leak is always leaking). However, DARPA reserves the right to adjust
how dynamic artifacts may be in later events as the competition progresses.
f) DARPA is evaluating a number of alternatives for gas / oxygen artifacts and hope to
release specific details as soon as possible.
g) The use of dynamic obstacles (e,g., closing door, falling debris) is distinct and separate
from dynamic artifacts (e.g., articulated survivor). Artifacts are not expected to change
locations but they may incorporate motion (e.g., rotating motor or living limb).
h) DARPA anticipates a total of nine artifact types, with an initial set of five to be specified
for the STIX event in the first release of the specifications document.
i) The origin point of each artifact will be provided in the specifications document.
97. Question: While interfacing with the transponder will not be required for the STIX event, the
transponder will still be attached to the robots. What size and weight should we expect from
the transponder, to budget accordingly (particularly on flying platforms)? Additionally, which
frequency should we expect the transponder to operate on?
Answer: We are working to keep the size and weight as low as possible to limit impact and
burden on teams. To provide a rough approximate estimate of an upper bound, the
transponder is expected to be approximately 70 mm x 50 mm x 30 mm and approximately 40

Approved for Public Release, Distribution Unlimited
23

grams. The final specifications are subject to change based on testing at STIX. We are
evaluating multiple options, additional details related to frequency will be released soon.
98. Question: It would be great if the reference frame fiducials would also include 3D geometric
fiducials to allow alignment from 3D LiDARs. Examples would be balls, cylinders, boxes, or
could even be the gate itself.
Answer: Thanks for the suggestion. We do plan to provide specifications on the starting gate
dimensions and geometry which could be used with 3D LiDARs for alignment. Any other
specific requests or suggestions are welcome.
99. Question: (Follow up to Question #49) I was wondering whether DARPA would consider a
reporting scheme where each team can report a model as soon as it is detected with whatever
the pose estimate is at that time. Then they would be allowed to submit a second, refined
pose estimate for that artifact later - with some appropriate scoring scheme that considers
accuracy and time. That would allow you to separately gauge the time at which artifacts are
detected from the time at which the localization is refined. Currently teams may choose to
withhold artifact reports until the position is more certain which may be quite a bit after first
contact.
Answer: Thank you for the suggestion! We did consider a number of alternate scoring criteria,
some of which included separate evaluations based on accuracy and time as you suggest. In
the current artifact reporting scheme, teams have enough report attempts relative to the total
number of artifacts to allow for both an early report and a later report with a refined location
estimate.
100. Question: Our team is planning on participating in the Tunnel Challenge in August. Is it
possible to be able to do a walk-through of the mine on the 3rd Day Course walking tour?
Will there be any video of the course or results made available to the public or teams?
Answer: Unfortunately, only qualified teams will be able to participate in the STIX Event
which includes the walking tour on Day 3. We do not anticipate releasing results of the event
as it is intended to be a non-scored integration exercise. Nevertheless, we do hope to
release some course materials from the STIX Event as public resources for all teams to
access. Based on your request, we will consider including a video walk-through in those
materials. Please note that the location of the Tunnel Circuit has not yet been announced,
but is not expected to be the same location as STIX.
101. Question: I was wondering if you had any insight into the exact dates the tunnel circuit
event will be held in August?
Answer: The Tunnel Circuit is tentatively planned for the period of August 4-24th, exact
testing dates and duration will be released in the Operations Guide which is expected to be
released 90 days before the event.
102. Question: (Follow up to Question #101) 90 days before is very insufficient. Everybody
has/wants to plan summer holidays in some ways, and that is a thing that can’t be done 90
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days in advance. Is there a possibility that you decide about this earlier - say, at the
beginning of May?
Answer: The 90 day timeline is necessary to provide time for teams to qualify for each
event. However, as the Tunnel Circuit is planned for August 4-24, it is expected that the
specific dates and duration for each qualified team will be announced at the beginning of
May as suggested.
103. Question: Thanks for releasing the STIX Interface Control Document. Would it be possible
for you to release a “test server” or “test command post” that we could run on our desktop
(or have you run it on some IP address) and see if we are sending the right messages prior
to STIX? All I am after is a simple scoring or map endpoint that could say if the message
was malformed etc. This would be one less thing to worry about on the day and could
potentially save a fair amount of time when we are all there.
Answer: Thanks for the suggestion. Yes, we do plan to release a test scoring server with
an anticipated release date of March 8. Upon release, an update will be posted in the
Announcements category.
104. Question: Will the teams be expected to create our own code for sending the http messages
or will an API be provided by DARPA? Additionally, will a simulator be provided for the
DARPA command post so we can test running our system and receive the same feedback
as in the STIX/competition?
Answer: We do plan to release a test scoring server with an anticipated release date of
March 8. We also intend to release sample code for sending http messages. Upon release,
an update will be posted in the Announcements category.
105. Question: (Follow up to Question #98) Any updates on the Fiducial layout? Some additional
questions/comments we have around the orientation:
a) Could you please make the ‘z’ axis gravity aligned? (i.e. can we use our own IMU to
estimate the z axis).
b) Will the “orientation vector” be able to determine the yaw and pitch, or is it only usable
for yaw?
Answer: We are finalizing the design and plan to release more details no later than March
8. The basic design will be similar to the description provided in Section 9.3.2 of the
Competition Rules Tunnel Circuit (Draft) document. Based on feedback collected from
teams, we plan to add additional retro-reflective fiducials and ensure that the gate has a
solid structure to enable its use as a 3D geometric fiducial.
a) Yes, the “z” axis is expected to be gravity aligned.
b) The orientation vector will essentially define the y-axis vector (as illustrated in Figure
6 of Section 9.3.2). The z-axis will be gravity aligned. And the x-axis will be
perpendicular to the other two axes based on a right-handed coordinate frame. The
x,y,z coordinates of the visual and laser fiducials will be provided to further facilitate
alignment to the DARPA coordinate frame.
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106. Question: Is there more information available about what the starting gate will look like, or
what fiducials will be present at the STIX event for us to align our maps with the DARPA
coordinate frame? We would like to begin development of the alignment algorithms, as well
as deployment and testing as soon as possible. If the information on the starting gate isn’t
available yet, should we construct our own and present it to DARPA at the STIX event?
Answer: Please see Question #105.
107. Question: Can DARPA also mount retro-reflective markers/fiducials at the starting gate to
aid in global map alignment for teams using 3D LIDAR?
Answer: Thanks for the suggestion, we will plan on having retro-reflective fiducials for
LIDAR-based sensing approaches. We welcome specific recommendations for
consideration.
108. Question: (Follow up to Question #74) As a follow up do you have any guidance regarding
the types of gasses that may be used: volatile organics, carbon monoxide etc. We are
contemplating different sensors for this task and it would be useful to know what range of
gasses are likely.
Answer: No additional information is available at this time. We expect to release additional
information related to potential gas/oxygen artifacts by May 1, 2019.
109. Question: Can DARPA provide upper and lower bounds on the expected distance between
the command center and where autonomous vehicles start and also the command center
and the mine entrance for the STIX event?
Answer: At STIX, teams will operate their systems out of the base station that is planned to
be located within 7-10 m of the Staging Area. The distance between the Staging Area and
the mine portal is also planned to be 7-10 m. The layout of each of the mine portals at STIX
is slightly different, so the range from the base station to mine portal is 10-25 m. Please note
that these distances are the approximate distances as planned and may shift slightly upon
setup of the infrastructure.
110. Question: As specified in the Interface Control Document (Section 6.3), it is possible to
compress maps data array. Is it also possible to compress the entire body of the http request
using the Content-Encoding header? .e.g., Content-Encoding: gzip
Answer: Yes, teams may compress the body of the http request using "content-coding"
values of:
- 'identity' (the default that will be assumed if not specified)
- 'gzip' or 'x-gzip'
- 'deflate'
These are specified in RFC 7231 (https://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc7231#section-3.1.2.1). Only
these encodings will be supported (e.g., the 'compress' LZW algorithm will not be
supported).
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111. Question: (Follow up to Question #98) As mentioned in the Competition Rules Tunnel
Circuit (Draft) document, the orientation vector will be defined by a line. Are you going to
release any specifications for this line drawn on the ground e.g., width, color, etc.?
Answer: Please see the Reference Frame Fiducials Update post for an updated description
of the starting gate and reference points. In particular, due to the possibility of an uneven
staging area floor at different test sites, we have decided to define the orientation vector with
two discrete reference points that are marked by two survey markers.
112. Question: (Follow up to Question #98) Is there a reason that DARPA frame is defined as
to not follow the ROS convention (x-axis: forward, z-axis: up) given the virtual test bed is in
ROS?
Answer: Thanks for the suggestion. The orientation for the DARPA-defined reference frame
was originally selected to align with the Easting-Northing convention commonly used in
surveying. However, we will make the adjustment as you suggest to follow the ROS
convention in order to maintain consistency between the Virtual and Systems Competitions.
113. Question: (Follow up to Question #98) Could we also suggest a visual fiducial of our own
design? If so, how can we go about that?
Answer: Suggestions are always welcome and can be submitted for consideration to the
SubT Challenge email inbox (subtchallenge@darpa.mil).
114. Question: (Follow up to Question #98) This might seem like a somewhat esoteric question,
but I am looking at how to align the bot’s reference frame with DARPA’s and came to a
question. The origin of the question has to do with the required accuracy. The cumulative
course length is 4 to 8 km. I might project the furthest extent from the fiducials might be 1
km (not defined, just a guess). Since artifacts need to be located to within 5 m, that means
that we must stay aligned to DARPA’s reference frame to at least a quarter of a degree
(preferably tighter than that). (Someone please correct me if I have missed something or
have the math wrong).
You have defined the z-axis as aligned with gravity (and hopefully the fiducials are tightly
aligned with that). The y-axis is defined with an orientation vector perpendicular to the
fiducials (still your jobs to orient that accurately). However, unless that starting area is flat
and level, it probably will not line up perpendicular to the defined z-axis (quarter degree level
is somewhat challenging over an area). I would assume that the vector is providing a
direction, but the actual reference frame is perpendicular to the z-axis with the zero for all
three axis being at the center point along the base line along the bottom of the front of the
fiducial gate, but in the direction indicated.
As you said above, the x-axis is the perpendicular to the y-axis and z-axis. I am assuming
that the bot should default to that definition of x-axis rather than the line connecting the base
of the fiducial structure (though ideally those are identical).
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While I know this is somewhat esoteric, but I am trying to define the best definition of how
the bot should align itself to the DARPA reference frame.
Answer: The origin is defined by a survey marker that is set at (0, 0, 0), and the orientation
is defined by a second marker that is at approximately -5 m in the x-axis, exactly 0 m in the
y-axis (by definition), and approximately 0 in the z-axis. The exact z-axis coordinate of the
orientation marker may be positive or negative and is dependent on the terrain of the staging
area.
115. Question: The Reference Frame Fiducials Update refers to some distal fiducials that are
set at 25m along the x-axis into the course. The example tables specifically do not provide
any y or z position information, limiting the amount of orientation to the DARPA reference
frame. Is this the intent and what will be implemented? And I assume all coordinates are
given in meters.
Answer: Thanks for the clarifying question. The x, y, and z coordinates of all reference
points will be provided to teams, including the distal fiducials. The y-axis and z-axis
coordinates of the distal fiducials is dependent on the topology and terrain of the site, so
listing a notional coordinate could have been misleading. The “~” values in Table 1 of the
document are intended to convey that the distal fiducials may not necessarily be directly
aligned with the x-axis in front of the Starting Gate. All coordinates in the table and figures
are in meters.
116. Question: Will the level of ambient lighting in the area around the starting gate be defined?
Answer: The level of ambient lighting in the staging area will vary based on the day and
time of day of any given run. LED work lights will be placed in the staging area to provide
additional illumination. No additional lighting is expected to be provided for the distal
reference points, which in some cases may be in complete darkness.
117. Question: (Follow up to Question #109) Could I please clarify:
 “base station” is one team member controlling the robots from a user interface, with
many DARPA and other observers watching.
 “Staging Area” is the other half dozen team members preparing robots for entry to the
circuit, replenishing robots that exit the circuit.
For example, a scenario that I could imagine: The base station person will instruct a robot
to exit the course, the base station person informs the Staging Area personnel that the robot
requires new batteries (how ? do they just yell, or can we have information interfaces (and
control interfaces?) in the Staging Area?), the Staging Area personnel change the robot
batteries, the Staging Area personnel inform the base station person that the robot is ready
to go (the status will appear on the user-interface, but is this sufficient for OHS?) and the
base-station person commands the robot to enter the course.
Answer: The “base station” is the computer interface that communicates with the deployed
systems and relays artifact reports and map updates to the DARPA Command Post. Teams
are permitted to have a single “human supervisor” at a base station. Teams are also
permitted to have a “pit crew” that may operate within the Staging Area. The pit crew may
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assist with operations tasks such as deploying the systems, performing repairs, and
changing batteries. Please see Section 9.2 of the Competition Rules Tunnel Circuit (Draft)
document for more information related to Staging Area personnel.
At STIX, DARPA is providing teams two options for their base station location. The first is a
20' x 8' trailer that is being provided near the Staging Area to provide teams a weathersheltered area. Teams may also locate their base station at a 6’ x 30” table located inside
the 20’ x 20’ tent covering the Staging Area.
In either case, the human supervisor at the base station may communicate with the pit crew
by voice or radio communication. Teams are responsible for providing their own radios.
118. Question: In the Artifacts Specification document, it states that the common artifact 2 (Cell
phone) will have all of its internal radios enabled. WiFi on Android phones uses only passive
discovery mode so it won’t transmit anything out unless it is set to (access point) AP mode.
Will the phone have access point mode activated (WiFi hotspot)?
Answer: The cell phone will be running in "Hotspot" mode and thus the WIFI radio will be
operating as an access point. Each cell phone artifact will broadcast its SSID over WIFI,
which will be in the form of "PhoneArtifactXX" where XX will be a two-digit randomized
number. The cell phone access point will employ WPS encryption and will not accept
connections from team platforms.

6. Questions Answered as of April 25, 2019
119. Question: What are the specific keyword strings for reporting the artifact types? With
spaces and lower-case letters?
Answer: The released test scoring server does not distinguish based on artifact type. It
simply returns canned data if the format is correct. The competition scoring server will
accept keyword strings as in the section headers of the Artifacts Specification STIX Event
document (i.e., capitalized words with spaces as necessary). See below for the set of
competition artifact type strings:
["Survivor", "Cell Phone", "Backpack", "Drill", "Fire Extinguisher"]
120. Question: The Artifact Specification document specifies that all the radios on the cell phone
will be on. Does this mean that Bluetooth will be on as well? If so, will the phone be set to
discoverable mode when playing video / audio? We’ve been trying to detect devices via
Bluetooth and are successfully able to detect other Android devices (e.g. One Plus 3T) even
when they’re locked. However, the Galaxy J8 seems only be discoverable when inside the
Bluetooth menu. If the phone is intended to be discoverable at all times, are there any
particular settings that need to be configured?
Answer: We are using an Android app that puts the Bluetooth radio in Discovery Mode for
an unlimited amount of time. There are several free apps available on the Google Play Store
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that teams may use to turn on Bluetooth Discovery Mode for a specified interval of time. See
also Question #118.
121. Question: What is the correct way to propose a new robot configuration by using 2 cameras
and when will there be a feedback about the request? We asked for a new robot
configuration by raising a pull request with the changed robot description at the SubT Tech
Repo on the 28th February. We want to use this configuration also for the qualification. So
we would appreciate any feedback on our pull-request. So that we know whether we still
have to change something.
Answer: Sorry for the delayed review, but your pull request has been merged and reviews
are expected to happen faster in the future. Additional configurations of existing models to
the SubT Tech Repo will be evaluated following the submission of a pull request to
https://bitbucket.org/osrf/subt/pull-requests/. Feedback will be discussed in the comments
of the submitted pull request. Note that DARPA may choose to merge or decline a submitted
configuration based on configuration utility, code quality, similarity to existing configurations,
or other factors. The configurations that are selected to be merged will be made available
to all competitors through the SubT Tech Repo and will be eligible to compete in qualification
and DARPA SubT Virtual Challenge events.
122. Question: I think there may be a problem with the positions defined in Table 4 of Rev 2 of
the Competition Rules Tunnel Circuit (Draft) document. It appears the y-axis in Table 4 is
the reverse of the axes defined in Figure 6.
Answer: Thanks for catching this. The y-axis values in Table 4 of Rev 2 should be reversed.
We will make the correction in the next release of the document.
123. Question: Can we assume that the April tags will be mounted in the canonical orientation
(i.e. x to the right, y up, as viewed from the front)?
Answer: The AprilTags are being mounted in the orientation shown in Figure 8 of Revision
2 of the Competition Rules Tunnel Circuit (Draft) document.
124. Question: While trying out the Test Scoring Server provide by DARPA we noticed that when
submitting artifacts from a browser, we are getting a cross origin request error CORS. We
were assuming that DARPA server would have “Access-Control-Allow-Origin”: “*” in its
response header. Is that the case for the real server?
Answer: The Competition Scoring Server will include Access-Control-Allow-Origin": "*" in
the response header.
125. Question: So when DARPA mentions making it easier to navigate urban environments etc.
they are not talking about first responders who would be down there looking to rescue
potential victims?
Answer: The primary scenario of interest for the competition is providing rapid situational
awareness to a small team of first responders preparing to enter unknown and dynamic
subterranean environments. The environments present significant dangers that could
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preclude employing a human team, such as collapsed and unstable structures or debris,
presence of hazardous materials, lack of ventilation, and potential for smoke and/or fire. No
(human) team members are permitted to enter the test course during the competition, but
the technologies being developed for the competition could be used by first responders to
better inform follow-on operations.
126. Question: At the STIX event, our team was supplied with an Infrastructure Info document
which contained the most up-to-date/detailed position information of reference points
relating to the DARPA reference frame. Can this document be added to the resources page?
Can the side length of the square AprilTags be added to the document as well?
Answer: The STIX reference point coordinates will be released soon along with several
additional STIX reference documents and datasets. The AprilTag targets are in the 16h5
family, printed at a size of 12” x 12” (so that the black border is 9” x 9”). See the Competition
Rules Tunnel Circuit (Draft) document for additional details related to fiducials.
127. Question: Our institution requires us to implement wireless emergency stop for operations
in mines. Can you please provide details of the exact wireless module that you use for the
Tier 2 recovery emergency stop capability?
Answer: We are planning to provide the hardware and software design files for the
handheld Tier 2 emergency E-Stop transmitter. These files will be released along with
several other data and design resources in the coming weeks.
Teams may also choose to instrument their test course with one or more stationary E-Stop
transmitters using the same XBee radio that is in the handheld transmitter. The stationary
XBees in the test course can operate on a mesh network to broadcast the e-stop signal.
This likely requires line-of-sight for each hop in the mesh network. A single transmitter
(whether handheld or stationary) would thus propagate the e-stop signal broadcast
throughout the mesh network.
With the XBee transmitter in API mode, the following hexadecimal packet can be sent to the
XBee transmitter via serial to initiate a broadcast of the emergency stop signal:
0x 7E 00 10 17 01 00 00 00 00 00 00 FF FF FF FE 03 44 31 05 6F
This packet should be continuously rebroadcasted at 1Hz during an emergency stop state.
Refer to the Transponder and Emergency Stop Integration Guide, especially the
Configuration section in Appendix A, for helpful details on XBee radio configuration and
usage.
128. Question: Is there still an opportunity to participate in the SubT Challenge Tunnel Circuit
(Systems Competition) if our team did not qualify in time for the April 22 deadline? Is there
a way to partner with an already qualified team to provide them access to our component
technologies?

Approved for Public Release, Distribution Unlimited
31

Answer: You are welcome to partner with any other teams participating in the SubT
Challenge. The teams that participated in the STIX event in April are already public. We
expect to release the list of qualified teams for the Tunnel Circuit in the next few days. You
are welcome to reach out to those teams to discuss partnership opportunities. You may also
consider posting a capability description to the SubT Community forum
(https://community.subtchallenge.com/t/about-the-teaming-category/16).
Please note, teams that have already successfully qualified are permitted to add new
platforms, but will have to submit platform-specific qualification materials by July 1 to use
them in the Tunnel Circuit. These materials include technical and safety documentation,
e-stop qualification videos, and Handling Manuals.
129. Question: There is a pull request with branch “virtual_stix”. Is it planned to be used for a
“Virtual STIX” or it is example of tunnels in Idaho Springs only? Is there a chance to have
identical positions of artifacts as in System Track?
Answer: The intent of this new world model and scenario is to serve as a “Virtual STIX”, to
provide another scenario that can be used for qualification purposes, and to support the
SubT Autonomy Tutorial being hosted at ICRA 2019. The tutorial will leverage this new
scenario, but it is also available for the entire SubT Community regardless of participation
in the ICRA tutorial. This is the same scenario that is referenced as the “ICRA Scenario” in
this announcement. We do not intend to have the artifacts in the identical positions that were
used in the Systems Competition STIX event.
130. Question: Is it expected that the public will be able to attend/view during the tunnel circuit
event?
Answer: The Tunnel Circuit Event will not be open to the general public. We do, however,
expect to release information and media before, during, and after the event to keep the
public apprised of the competition efforts.
131. Question: Are slides or videos of the tutorial available for those who were not able to
attend?
Answer: We anticipate slides will be available on the workshop website
http://icra2019subt.info/.
132. Question: Will DARPA release raw video from Edgar Experimental Mine for future
research? Such raw video will provide excellent tool for benchmarking and practical
research reference point for various current and future methods of object
identification/recognition and possibly localization in complex environment. As
suggestion/crazy idea, best raw video feed would be recorded using dual 360 cameras at
approximately one meter per second speed, this would allow to not only simulate various
fields of view, and gaze’s, but additionally calculating moving parallax, binocular vision and
much more.
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Answer: We anticipate releasing the raw video from Edgar as part of a more comprehensive
dataset release soon. Physical and virtual walks through of the Edgar Experimental Mine
have been released. Links to those videos are available below.
STIX Tunnel Tour https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5Tryqg36ww
Edgar Point Cloud Flythrough https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJoc3oQ3Bo8
Virtual STIX Flythrough
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZuT6HhpIJI&feature=youtu.be
133. Question: The Artifact Specification document specifies the model number J819M/DS for
this Samsung phone. This model doesn’t seem to exist. Also the link to Amazon.com goes
to a page selling the J810M/DS. Can you please confirm if you meant J810M/DS?
Answer: The model for the cell phone artifact is J810M/DS.
134. Question: As mentioned in Tunnel Circuit Operations Guide, DARPA will provide utility
vehicles to support transport from Team Garage to course Staging Area.
Since we are using floating robots with Helium, is it possible not to flat the robots from run
to run and transport the robots by manually caring them? Also, if the robots are inside the
tunnel while the run comes to an end, is it possible that DARPA help retrieve the robots
without flatting them? By doing so, we can save the amount of Helium wasted and also
some time from re-inflating them.
Answer: The DARPA team will work with teams to safely and effectively move your heliumbased robot to and from the Staging Area. Team members are not allowed past the staging
area in the course tunnel. Teams will provide a safety handling brief to the DARPA staff prior
to the run to discuss safe handling of the robots. If at the completion of the run the robot
does not return back to the Staging area, our field team will retrieve the asset with safety
taking precedence over conserving resources. Please plan to have enough supplies to
support multiple runs over the week.

135. Question: Do you already have some information about how the virtual competition in the
tunnel circuit will take place?
Answer: The qualification for the Virtual Competition is June 10. We anticipate releasing
additional information on timeline and specifics shortly after qualifications are finalized.
136. Question: Is the Point Cloud from the Edgar Point Cloud Flythrough video available for
download?
Answer: We do anticipate releasing the Edgar point cloud data as part of a more
comprehensive dataset release soon.
137. Question: The artifact survivor’s position is stated as “static sitting position against walls…”
in the Artifact Specification document. In the STIX Edgar mine setup, one of the artifact
survivors was lying down on the ground. Is this lying-down a possible survivor position in
the competition course?
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Answer: The survivor artifact will be in a sitting position for the Tunnel Circuit events, in
both the Virtual and Systems Competitions. We may add additional configurations or adjust
the position of artifact in future events.

138. Question: I was curious if the cloud simulation environment will be available for competitor
use between now and the virtual track tunnel circuit submission deadline? Just trying to
figure out if I should start setting up a larger-scale simulation environment or if there will be
a way to make use of CloudSim for pre-submission testing?
Answer: We are planning to release a few representative practice scenarios that teams will
be able to use to test the cloud submission process and also confirm that their submissions
are performing as expected. The practice scenarios will be released on approximately July
1.
139. Question: Section 8.6 of the SubT tunnel circuit rules regarding mapping which states that
map updates should be provided at a rate of one update every 10 seconds. During a run it
may well be the case that all of the robots that are exploring and discovering new aspects
of the scene may be temporarily disconnected from the operator station for periods that
exceed 10 seconds. During those periods there may not be any new map updates. In other
words there may be a tension between exploring new areas of the tunnel and trying to
maintain comms to report map information to the base. Should we continue to send empty
updates or resend map fragments that we may have already sent during periods where we
have no new information to report?
Answer: Please see Question #23.
140. Question: (Follow up to Question #135) Does that mean the deadline has passed for
qualification and registration?
Answer: Yes, the qualification deadline for the Tunnel Circuit has already passed; however,
teams may continue to submit qualifications on a rolling basis for future competition events.
Please see the Qualification Guide document for additional details and deadlines.
141. Question: The schedule for the tunnel circuit has four days of scored runs with a “working
day” in the middle. We have several clarifying questions:
 Will each team be scheduled on one day for its scored run or multiple days?
 Is there a practice tent and/or tunnel on site like at STIX?
 How far in advance will we find out which days we’re scheduled on?
Answer: Please see the latest revision of the Tunnel Circuit Operations Guide for an
updated and more detailed schedule.

142. Question: Are teams permitted to use the DARPA-provided Tier 2 E-Stop as a side channel
for low-bandwidth communications? For example, heartbeats or simple commands.
Answer: No, the DARPA provided units should only be used for DARPA transponder and
Tier 2 E-Stop communication. Ideally, teams would only monitor the assigned pin via direct
connection for an e-stop condition and act accordingly. In the case of USB connection
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methods, no traffic should be transmitted under any circumstances via the E-stop device.
There are safety and fairness implications in using Tier 2 E-Stop components outside of
these parameters. Any additional communications, including heartbeats or simple
commands, are considered outside the spirit of the program.
143. Question: We’ve already implemented the Tier 2 e-stop on our platform. Both the design
documents and real behavior say that once the E-Stop command is broadcast, it doesn’t
get cleared from the receivers even if the broadcasting stops. The implementation guide
then tells that there is a command for clearing such stale E-Stop command. This also works
for us. The question is, if DARPA personnel will ask us during the mission to clear the stale
E-Stops, how do we do it on platforms which are out of reach of our communications
technology?
Answer: After an emergency stop has been triggered, DARPA Competition Staff will
manually extract all platforms from the course. Once the platforms are removed from the
course and relocated to the Staging Area, teams may clear the E-Stop states. In select
cases, DARPA recovery personnel may opt to re-enable one or more platforms for remote
controlled extraction. In these situations, the DARPA Competition Staff will work with the
team on a procedure to safely re-enable their systems.
144. Question: Will the competition scenarios be more like “Virtual_stix”, with the complex
layout, or more like the Tunnel_circuit ones which are similar to the qualifying map?
Answer: The three released tunnel practice worlds are approximately representative of the
virtual competition scenarios in construction, scale, and complexity.

145. Question: Will there be the facility for extra team members to attend the event. Specifically,
our team is larger than the 20 people registered with DARPA. Can these extra people enter
the site at the Bruceton mine and enter the team garage?
Answer: No, teams are restricted to 20 registered team members for the Tunnel Circuit.
146. Question: The rough terrain is one of the main focuses in the SubT challenge. However in
the concern of safely operating and preserving the completeness of the robot, could we
expect that there’s no sudden cliff (>70 degree) that if a UGV is not aware of, the falling of
the robot may cause serious damage? Or is it part of the challenge that our robot should
definitely be aware of?
Answer: Terrain elements and obstacles may include constrained passages, sharp turns,
large drops/climbs, inclines, steps, ladders, and mud, sand, and/or water. Please see the
Tunnel Circuit Environment Preview for a representative, though incomplete, preview of the
Tunnel Circuit courses.

147. Question: Can teams have another set of communication module (i.e. Xbee-Pro 900HP)
on the robot that a set is purely for Tier-2 Estop and another is for our own communication
purpose?
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Answer: Teams may use their own set of XBee radios for communication alongside (and
separate from) the DARPA transponder XBees. If the team’s separate set of XBees operate
on the 902-928MHz ISM band, they must use a Preamble ID that is different from the
DARPA transponder’s Preamble ID (0x03). If the separate set of XBees operate on any
other frequency band, there are no restrictions on configuration.

148. Question: For the virtual track tunnel circuit, can an assumption be made that the tunnel
entrance is in a fixed position w.r.t the artifact origin, or will it be necessary to use sensor
information to detect the tunnel entrance?
Answer: With the latest tunnel_circuit code and Docker image, teams can now use the
/subt/pose_from_artifact_origin service in the staging area to get the robot location relative
to the tunnel entrance. This will allow the robot(s) to enter the tunnel at the start on the
competition faster. This document has a short example and this video shows the example
running.
149. Question: I would like to purchase an e-stop transmitter. I received e-stop receivers today,
but no transmitter was included. I assume we are expected to build one using the e-stop
transmitter v1 design files in order to test the e-stop receiver. Have any of the other teams
built their own estop transmitter? Would you be willing to build another? I would be willing
to pay $350 plus shipping for a transmitter.
Answer: Teams may build their own E-Stop transmitter using the design files, OR they may
quickly assemble and configure a "pseudo" E-Stop transmitter for testing their receivers. A
pseudo E-Stop transmitter only needs an XBee Pro 900HP radio, an XBee USB Adapter
Board, a USB cable, and a computer running Digi's XCTU software. The pseudo transmitter
can be configured and operated using the instructions in Section 4 and 4.1 of the README
included in the design files. Teams may find the configuration files as well as an updated
README in the Transmitter Design Files repository on the SubT Challenge Bitbucket.
150. Question: Should we account for the possibility of very deep water passages where we
could drown the robot? I.e. should we expect water of depth 5cm and more? Or is it safe to
let the robots go inside without water level sensors?
Answer: The Tunnel Circuit Environment Preview video provides a representative, though
incomplete, preview of what to expect at the Tunnel Circuit courses. Terrain elements are
expected to vary from event to event, but shallow standing water is within scope. It is not
expected that robots will be submerged, but the impact of standing water is dependent on
factors including ground clearance, sensor placement, and environmental protection.
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